OPINION 


Memorial Day 
rooted in disunity 


Gannon: What we celebrate today is 
much different than the first one. A7 
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The bikes are 
back in town 


Orlando-area stores see record sales 
on bicycles amid pandemic. B1 
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Federal judge rules all Florida 
ex-felons can vote despite fines 


By STEVEN LEMONGELLO 
AND MARK SKONEKI 


A federal judge’s ruling Sunday 
opens the door for hundreds of 
thousands of ex-felons to be able 
to vote in Florida despite owing 
fines and fees. 

Pending an appeal from Gov. 
DeSantis, the ruling on Amend- 
ment 4 by U.S. District Court 
Judge Robert Hinkle in Talla- 
hassee is potentially one the larg- 
est expansions of the voter fran- 
chise in Florida history, and it 
comes just months before the 
state could play a deciding role in 
the November election for presi- 
dent. 

Hinkle ruled that a law passed 
by the Legislature and signed by 


DeSantis was unconstitutional 
because “the State of Florida has 
adopted a system under which 
nearly a million otherwise-eligi- 
ble citizens can vote only if they 
pay an amount of money. ... Many 
do not know, and some may not be 
able to find out, how much they 
must pay.” 

The judge called the law a 
“pay-to-vote system.” 

“Today’s ruling by U.S District 
Judge Robert Hinkle finally clears 
up an argument that should not 
have taken place,” the Florida 
League of Women Voters said in a 
statement. “The voters were clear 
in 2018 when more than 64% of 
the electorate voted in favor of 
Amendment 4, which restored 
the constitutional right to vote to 


ex-felons not convicted of murder 
and felony sexual assault. But af- 
ter the passage of Amendment 4, 
the Florida Legislature, via SB 
7066, sought to ensure that ex- 
felons, without the means to pay 
back all financial obligations, 
would essentially endure a life- 
time ban on voting. 

A spokeswoman for the gover- 
nor said Sunday night the ruling 
was being reviewed. 

Matthew Isbell, who runs the 
MCI Maps website devoted to po- 
litical mapmaking and analysis, 
said it was unclear what political 
effect the ruling would have this 
year if it is upheld. 

“Yes, you'll have an uptick in 
some registration,” Isbell said. 
“You will see a maybe a quick 


surge, like how there was a boost 
right after the amendment passed 
before everything kind of got put 
on hold by the Legislature’s law. 
But how far does that go? That’s 
what’s up in the air” 

It’s also uncertain which party 
would benefit the most, even as 
Isbell said there was a lot of 
“wishful thinking” among Demo- 
cratic activists. 

But even a relative handful of 
votes can make all the difference 
in Florida. George W. Bush won 
Florida by 537 votes in 2000 over 
Al Gore, and the 2018 Senate race 
between U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson and 
then-Gov. Rick Scott was decided 
by 10,033 votes, or 0.13%. 
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Doctors 
cautiously 
reopening 
offices 


Putting more safety 
measures in place to 
protect patients, staff 


By NASEEM S. MILLER 


As part of the reopening plans 
for her practice, Dr. Kerry Giedd 
had to figure out what type of 
disinfectants would kill the virus 
that causes COVID-19 but 
wouldn’t damage the eyewear on 
display at her optometry practice. 

“Eyewear is much like jewelry. 
It’s expensive and there’s a high 
cost of goods to us,” said Giedd, 
founding partner and president of 
Eola Eyes in downtown Orlando. 
“We want to provide a perfect 
product to our patients that 
doesn’t have any flaws or dam- 
age.” 

She also had to reconfigure 
how the retail corner of the prac- 
tice is set up to prevent the spread 
of the virus. Patients can only 
browse the area with an appoint- 
ment, and every frame is disin- 
fected before and after a customer 
wears it. 

Since May 4, when Gov. Ron 
DeSantis lifted the ban on elective 
and non-essential procedures, 
medical practices across Central 
Florida are implementing a vari- 
ety of infection-control practices 
at their offices to prevent the 
spread of COVID~19. 

Most practices are now screen- 
ing patients via phone before 
scheduling the office visits. 
They’re asking patients to check 
in by phone and wait in their cars 
for their appointment. Many are 
placing plexiglass guards at the 
reception desks and are asking 
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EMILY MATTHEWS/AP 


PAYING RESPECTS 


John Harshman, of South Fayette, Pa., visits the graves of his father, who served in the U.S. Navy in 
World War II, and mother on Sunday at the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies in Cecil, Pa. The 
cemetery, which usually hosts a well-attended Memorial Day ceremony, held a brief ceremony on 
Sunday morning with only cemetery staff participating in order to follow COVID-19 regulations. 


Masks at 
theme 
parks a 
concern 


Enforcement 
and compliance 
challenges arise 


By GABRIELLE RUSSON 


Quarantined alone for weeks, 
Kristen Hariton listens to Walt 
Disney World ride soundtracks 
while she works in her one-bed- 
room condo. 

Her music playlist is the best 
she can do right now since she has 
lost her happiest place on Earth. 

Hariton says she would do any- 
thing, including wear a mask, to 
return to the theme parks again. 

“I truly believe if there’s any- 

thing we can do as individuals to 
make our collective group safer, 
Tm certainly willing to do that,” 
said Hariton, an annual Disney 
passholder from New Jersey who 
works for a real-estate tech com- 
pany. 
Face masks could be mandatory 
for tourists when Disney World 
and Universal theme parks re- 
open. The potential for that policy 
has fueled a debate that previews 
some of the enforcement chal- 
lenges ahead as the parks devise 
safety plans for the highly conta- 
gious coronavirus. 

“Along with social distancing, 
one of the things that we are likely 
going to require is masks for both 
the cast and the guest,’ Disney 
CEO Bob Chapek said in a May 1 
interview on CNBC. He acknowl- 
edged the biggest challenge to re- 
opening Disneyland and Disney 
Would would be visitors adjusting 
to face coverings. 

Several theme-park connected 
businesses are opening this month 
at Universal CityWalk and Disney 
Springs with mask requirements 
in place for employees and visi- 
tors. 

On Thursday, Universal pre- 
sented its plan to reopen to the 
public on June 5. Masks and tem- 
perature checks will be required 
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By KATE SANTICH 


Robert Stuart to retire 
amid Orlando nonprofits’ 
changing of the guard 


Homeless of Central Florida and 


United Against Poverty. 


CHRISTIAN 


BERVICE PETE 


Longtime Orlando City Com- 
missioner Robert Stuart is about 
to retire from his other day job — 
as executive director of the 
Christian Service Center for 
Central Florida — amid a major 
leadership shake-up for Orlan- 


do’s nonprofit safety net that also 
includes the Coalition for the 


After 25 years at the helm, Stu- 
art will officially step down Tues- 
day. Taking over will be Eric 
Gray, 44, the former executive 
director of United Against Pover- 
ty Orlando and a leading voice in 
advocating for the region’s large 
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COURTESY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE CENTER 


Robert Stuart, left, is stepping down as executive director of the 
Christian Service Center for Central Florida at the end of the month. 
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